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Nature



What is the Somerset 
State of Nature?

(SSoN)



David Attenborough(BBC/Sam Barker)

Telling the ecological story of Somerset



• Targeted, data driven approach to monitoring 
species, habitat and the wider Somerset 
environment.

• A way to relay complex information in a 
digestible way.

• A tool for engagement with the Somerset 
community.

• An adaptive method for evaluating what 
should be monitored, when, where and why –
including both successes and failures.



Why the need for the 
Somerset State of 

Nature?



Following on from the UK State of Nature Report 2019 which found;

• Since the 1970s – 13% decline in average abundance 
of species studied.

• 41% species studied have declined, 26% increased 
and 33% stable.

• Since 1500, 133 species have been lost.



Following on from the UK State of Nature Report 2019;

It is vital to find out what is happening to wildlife on a 
county and local scale so that actions - informed by 
species and habitat abundance and distribution data, 
and environmental data - can be put into place to target 
biodiversity loss and gain throughout Somerset. 



Following on from the UK State of Nature Report 2019;

It is vital to find out what is happening to wildlife on a 
county and local scale so that actions - informed by 
species and habitat abundance and distribution data, 
and environmental data - can be put into place to target 
biodiversity loss and gain throughout Somerset.

abundance and biodiversity are a measure of 
ecosystem health and quality



…it's also going to be a key 
component in helping to inform 

and tie together…



• Nature Recovery Strategy/Ecological Networks.

• Biodiversity Net Gain initiatives.

• The Local Nature Partnership and the Somerset 
Climate Change Strategy & Natural Environment 
workstreams.



• Environmental Land Management Scheme tests and 
implementation.

• Somerset Pollinator Action Plan projects and 
initiatives.

• Health and wellbeing initiatives across the county.

Additionally;



Climate and Ecosystems are 
intrinsically linked



“climate change that is being 
experienced in the early twenty-
first century is intimately entwined 
with the health and functioning of 
the biosphere”

“At the same time, ecosystems can 
also assist in the mitigation of, and 
adaptation to, climate change.”

https ://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0104

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0104


We base our carbon 
calculations on habitat 
types, soil quality and above 
and below ground biomass.

Healthy ecosystems 
generally equal higher 
sequestration, storage and 
stock.

Nature is a master at 
organic chemistry. Nature 
based solutions make 
economic sense.
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Our science tells us;

There is an ecological crisis, and it goes hand 
in hand with the climate crisis. They are not 

separate entities.

Ecological rehabilitation will need to play a 
key role in fighting the climate crisis.



The Data Strategy



We need 
a data strategy

to avoid errors 
in our decision 

making



The Data Strategy

Gain a better 
understanding of:

•Biodiversity
•Distribution
•Abundance



A new traffic light based 
system.

Hyperlinks to help guide folk 
through the process.

Third party resources along 
with our own custom-made 
solutions.

https://www.somerc.com/submit-data/

https://www.somerc.com/submit-data/


Goals for the Somerset State of 
Nature

• A Somerset State of Nature Website.
• Expansion of citizen science projects.
• (Hopefully) a yearly event bringing together 

stakeholders and the conservation community to 
discuss successes and failures and ideas of what to 
focus on.

• Become the visible face of the NRN so that 
everybody can see the progress.





The Green option – ideal for citizen 

science.

...a beginner's guide to 

recording



• Now a dedicated iNaturalistUK.

• Collaboration with the NBN, BRC, and MBA.

• The most popular system for the general 
public.

• Flexible with useful features built in (no need 
to re-invent the wheel).



Community Mapping



Community Mapping



Introducing the 
Great Somerset 
Wildlife Count



The Great Somerset Wildlife Count

This is one project that sits under the umbrella project 
of the Great Somerset Wildlife Count. Frogs and Toads 
typically spawn from Jan to March and their spawning 
can be a great indicator to things such as current 
climate and where water bodies such as ponds are 
harbouring native wildlife. Like many species, 
amphibians are susceptible to climate change for a 
multitude of reasons. Froglife have collated a good 
synopsis on the science and research related to 
this https://www.froglife.org/2018/02/22/croaking-
science-amphibians-climate-change/Amphibians are 
an under-recorded group within Somerset, and it is 
hoped that this project, amongst others, will help to 
bring their focus to the forefront.

https://www.froglife.org/2018/02/22/croaking-science-amphibians-climate-change/


The Great Somerset Wildlife Count





A couple of slides to end 
with...



Credit: James Duffy –Somerset Wildlife Trust



• Citizen scientist -
estimated 

hedgerow to be 
1000 years old.

• Recorded over 500 
unique species.



With special thanks to 
Tony Price and James Duffy

The End


