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More space for nature where wildlife thrives
with more people on nature's side
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W-lat youre doing right now for wildlife and
the natural world, whether at home, school,
at work, or on your land matters. Small things add
up to make a difference. But the challenges nature
is facing are vast, so we are all going to have to
think bigger, think bolder and take more action
together to have the impact that's needed. We can
bring nature back, but we need to do much more,
and faster. And we need you with us.

In 2019, we asked you Tor your ideas on how we can work
together to tackle nature’s decline. We know you share our deep
concerns about the loss of habitats and wildlife, the state of our
rivers and soils, and the climate and ecological impacts that have
already arrived. Your ideas are building blocks within this plan.

The UK is cne of the most nature depleted countries on
the planet. We have lost so much wildlife. Nature has been
squeezed out by the increasing pressures of development,
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infrastructure and damaging land management practices,
often Tuelled by human consumption.

What remains is often found isolated in nature reserves.
Many of us have never known a time when birds, insects
and mammals were everywhere, or experienced a wildflower
meadow in full glory. Over time, and with each generation,
we have got used to this as being normal. It is not.

The climate crisis is now one of the key drivers of nature’s
decline, and the breakdown of ecosystems reduces our ability to
store carben and adapt to a changing climate. The next decade
must see a seismic shift in our collective behaviours to reverse
the spiralling loss of nature and prevent catastrophic climate and
ecological breakdown. It is what we do now that will affect us,
and every generation to come.

Our future has tobe wilder.
It can be if we work together.
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ur work over the decades has slowed the

rate at which species have been lost, and
has protected important habitats in Somerset
but we must now take a more radical and urgent
approach, and involve many more people in
acting locally for nature’'s recovery.

We, Somerset Wildlife Trust will always work to deliver positive
outcomes Tor nature ourselves - managing our nature reserves and
developing key projects that protect and restore the natural world.
After almost 60 years of working on the ground in Somerset,
we have an unparalleled knowledge of the county, its habitats
and wildlife. This, combined with our experience and skills,
underpinned by pioneering science and sound data, will enable us
to support, lead and co-ordinate nature’s recovery in Somerset.

We'll continue to fight for change in the wider social and political
arena, and we will be braver in standing up for nature. We'll amplify
all our voices working through, and with, the 46 Wildlife Trusts
supported by over 800,000 members across the UK

« Wilder Somerset

Alongside this, we will also be putting a priority on supporting
you at home, In your communities, schools, places of worship,
businesses, on your land and farms, in putting nature first.
Whether you want to ‘wild" a public space in your community,
engage with planning decisions or increase wildlife on your land,
think bigger and then ask us how we can help bring your ideas
1o life. You're on this journey too.

YWe will bring more people to our cause. People like you and
your neighbours, as well as organisations, businesses, farmers
and landowners. VWe will bring energy and unity, building a
movement of people who will champion nature and ensure that
it is at the heart of every decision, every policy and the wider
Somerset economy.

We need to be bold and act quickly, but we cannot
do this alone. This is your plan too and we need
your help to deliver it.




Our vision

A Somerset wide nature recovery network creating more space .y -
for wildlife, benefiting everyone and playing its part in helpin
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- Nature is improving everywhers
Working for the changes needed for nature and people with restored natural processes,

to thrive together. with at least 30% of land and ssa
positively managed for nature

Our goals
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Telling Somerset’s story, 1 in 4 people are taking

A movement for nature providing evidence to inform positive action for
action & monitor progress nature's recovery

More space for nature

Nature is improving everywhere with restored natural processes, connected and
protected through a Nature Recovery Network, with at least 30% of land and sea
managed positively for nature.

Everyone has the opportunity to experience nature, with at least 1 in 4 people
taking action for nature’s recovery across Somerset as part of Team Wilder.

Somerset Team
Telling Somerset’s story State of Nature Wilder

The story of nature’s recovery in Somerset is told through our online State of
Nature platform that informs action and monitors progress.




Nature is improving everywhere with restored natural processes,
connected and protected through a Nature Recovery Network,
with at least 30% of land and sea managed positively for nature.
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wrrently only 10% of the county can be
classified as being in good natural or semi-
natural condition with species-rich natural

habitats supporting abundant and diverse wildlife,

enabling it to move, reproduce and thrive. This
figure includes all the county’s nature reserves,
Local Wildlife Sites and legally designated sites.
Consider what it would be like without them.

Tripling the amount of land manag
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farms, parks, churchyards and

Finding natural solutions

Delivering more space for nature and restoring
ecosystem health through the Nature Recovery Network
is critical to achieve climate adaptation and resilience.
Encouraging nature’s help to store carbon, absorb more
water during increasingly extreme flood events and allow
species to move in response to warmer temperatures

is key. The climate and ecological crises are inexorably
linked so it is vital that our strategy is delivered with
both at its core.

‘Wilding’ - managing land in a way that mimics how nature works
when left l_n'linterr ed, and W(‘)rkinq With (')th(i‘r ndownprs

Our nature reserves

Our goal is for our nature reserves to remain core areas
within our Network but strengthened and buffered through
nature-based solutions that support healthy ecosystems
that sustain us, wildlife and the local economy
VVP will continue to manage our nature
v Network, @
“rich habitats. Our nature
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Working with others
across landscapes

To achiewve our goalz, wie will build on and strengthen our
wiork with peers and exizting partnerships, such as the
Avalon Marzhes and Local Mature Panerzhip, Coungils
and our work with the Areas of Cutsanding Matural
Beauty and Bornoor Blational Park. We rmust alzo develop
new partnerzhips and foeus on the strengthsz and expertize
wie all bring to support each other 1o cha mpion, restore
and protect the natural environment, and help deliver
Sormerzet's Climate Emergeney Strategy.

e il ook cbosa by wiith cormmunities and pariners to
create a Mature Recovery Metwork connecting the Becown
Hills 1o the Wale of Taunton = nd up onto the Cuantoczk Hills.
Frorn Brean Doven on the Coast, across the hlendip Hilks
thmough to the ancient Forest of %2 byiood, then backacmses the
Poldzen Hilks wee will 2xpand and connect existing woodknd,
hieathland and grszkRnd Peteorks to provide vast Brdscapes
that allow species of all kinds opportunities 1o ecpand. &t the
county's hear lies the Levelk and oo, one of the UEKs most
irnporant bwknd wethnds. Here we willencoumge thriving
wietlnd habitats that also provide essantizl etue-based
solutions o climate change, waterquality and flood stoEge,
wihilst locking up vast amounts of carbon in our county s
richest ratumlassets, peat.

| rnpe i it 1o wrill e our Erewned focus onour coast, s
exparee of cabon-nchsakrash, mud banks and interidal
habitat, supports 3 huge arey of wildlife, including rationally

imporant fish stocks and bird popubktions a3 well as

rmary sensitihe and mREimnerebmEte communities. The
Sevem Estuary i one of the UE's most significant marnne
emimnrments and i of global inpo iz nee. We will work
wiith partners o protect our marine e mircnment; Esonng
intertidal areas, including the sakmas=hes, that provide vital
carbon stomEge, coastal potection and improve catchments
that feed into the estmny.

Nature-friendly farming

Sorerset is predominantly anagricultural eounty with
T4% of land in som e form of agricultural production.
Sormerzet's farming sommmunite: have the potential

to lead the way in allowing nature to thrive agoss

the county. There are already a growing nurnber of
farrers committed to developing nature-friendly and
regenerative farming techniques, We will find ways to
wiork with and support farmers to continue developing
and expanding these techniques.

Sinc= Word WarZ, the implkementationof retiora | agnc utusl
policy and the des i foreser chesper food, have disen changes
in Brd rraregement, incloding the intens fication of famning
practices, Esulting na devastating oes of biod Mers ity

Gove mment policies are now starting 1o identity e
oppotunities forfamers and Brd maregers 1o delvera
wide mnge of public goods and serdices. Through e
e rertihe prRetices faming can be moe sustaimble; soils
can be healthierand store o cambon, waterand Iving
amaniEnms. Imporantl famers and Brdownes can work

topetheracross vast landscapes to eeonnect habitats and
Eirstate rmtusl pmocesses whilk estonng wildlife sbunds nee
and diversity. & fameed Bndscape will abszys be imporznt in
Sormerset for food produstion and to provide jobs, orinds=d
a vozation, but it & ako the most imporant BErdscape for
fighting clinmte change and reversing ecological decline.
Farrmers can tmly be custodians of the Brd, Working

with and suppo ting farmers o Estore ratue, reversing
climate change and ecological declines, and cont b uting to
Somerset’s Mature Recovery Metwork is ope of the biggest
opponunities for Rndscapescale change we have,

Nature-friendly developments

The zeale of developrnent in Sorerzet iz rapidly
inereazing, with mueh rmore housing planned, along
with zignificant infrastrueture developrnents. |mportant
habitats are dizappearing and they cannot be replasad
wiithin our lifetirnes. The planning system iz undergoing
atransformation nationally, s0 3z part of The Wildlife
Trust moverment wewill gontinue our advoeacy work at a
national level, whilst working at a loeal leveltoinfluenee
plannerz and decizion makers 1o put Mature Recowery
Metwoarks at the heart of loeal planning paliey.

Evaryone zhould have access 10 nature on theirdoorsten.
Maturz rich housing developrents, with retue integrted fom
tha eary pRnning stages, can provide people with easy access
1o ratune where they e and work.

FPEnning for retue must be 3t the beart of evweny devaloprne nt
and pknning decis on.




What we are going to do

Manage and Improve our nature reserves as the heart of
the Nature Recovery Network, delivering natural solutions
and protecting precious wildlife until the wider landscape Is
improved enough for species to spread.

* Through our nature reserves inspire and support communities,

farmers and landowners across the county and beyond, to
contribute to the Nature Recovery Network.

‘Wild® key areas of Somerset; acquiring new land and
working with our farming neighbours to buffer and connect
our nature reserves to the wider landscape, restoring natural
processes and providing a foundation for natural solutions to
support carbon and water storage and improved soll health.

Develop large landscape-scale projects, with partners,

to deliver nature’s recovery through transformational
approaches such as wilding, species introductions and the
restoration of healthy ecosystems, using the best science
and evidence to lead this work.

Provide high guality ecological and environmental services to

influence planning and deliver better developments for nature
and achieving Biodiversity Net Gain through our consultancy,

First Ecology.

What we are going to influence

As part of our national body, The Wildlife Trusts, influence
and shape national and local policy, and legislation

to achleve nature’s recovery, and put natural solutions at
the heart of tackling the climate crisis, embedding the
Nature Recovery Network in all local planning and policy
decision-making frameworks.

Challenge and influence planning policies and decisions to
achieve the best outcomes for nature, going beyond

the legally required minimum targets, establishing ‘wildbelts’
and ensuring that developments that do go ahead deliver
positively for both nature and people.

YWaork with partners to improve soll health - the foundation
of all healthy ecosystems - that delivers significant benefits
such as carbon and water storage, as well as important
healthy habitats that support an abundance of wildlife of

all kinds.

Seek to iImprove the water quality of our rivers and water
courses to ensure It is safe for people and wildlife.

Develop and expand our work with farmers, landowners,
communities, and partners to achieve our targets of nature
improving everywhere with at least 30% of land managed
positively for nature.

Working proactively with land managers and the farming

sector to reduce and gradually phase out the use of
damaging pesticides and chemicals.

What we are going to call for

A planning policy system at national and local levels
embedding the Nature Recovery Network, delivering
developments that prioritise people and nature, only
approving developments that deliver positive outcomes
for nature.

Clear strategles at both national and local government
levels that put nature-based solutions at the heart of all plans
to tackle the climate crisis.

The delivery of strong and ambitious Environment and
Agriculture legislation with nature’s recovery at their

heart, and an independent and wellresourced Office for
Environmental Protection, an effective watchdog for nature.

Government support for a transformation in farming to
regenerative practices.

An end to practices that are damaging for nature, including
the overuse of pesticides and the use of peat compost, and
to ensure that action to reverse the decline of insects Is
given the greatest priority.




Everyone has the opportunity to experience nature, with at least 1 in 4 people
taking action for nature’s recovery across Somerset as part of Team Wilder.

o achieve our goals, we need more people

taking action for nature - a critical mass
that can tip the balance for nature’'s recovery.
Awareness of the environment is higher now
than it has been for several generations, but
our collective behaviours do not yet match our
concern or the scale of the challenge. We need to
move people from being aware of the issues to
actually doing something about them.

We already have amazing volunteers and supporters giving
their time to help us manage our nature reserves, running
events, working with schools and helping us manage our
offices. We know Trem our consultation you want to de more
and want us toe help you do It.

Positive choices for
nature everyday

Choices we make at home, around our schools and workplaces
can make a difference, whether it is a wilder corner of your
garden, a field margin left Tfor wildlife, your newly planted window
box or the bug hotel the children made at school. Your lifestyle
cheices also matter: what you eat, buy, wear, what you do in your
garden, on your land, how you heat your home, or travel.

At least 1in 4 people taking positive
action for nature’s recovery

Evidence shows us that if 25% of the population - 1 in 4 people -
take action, and are visible doing so, we create a social ‘tipping point’ - a
magic moment when an idea or social behaviour crosses a threshold
and where the majerity will follow. Nature needs to be a priority Tor
the whole of society, and we want to bring everyone with us,
starting with finding and supperting those 1 in 4 people.

Already there are Tantastic projects happening across Somerset
in gardens, towns and villages - volunteer groups managing
community space for nature or improving rivers, communities
cleaning beaches aleng Semerset's b0 mile coastline, social groups
fundraising for wildlife, parishes on the Levels developing climate
adaptation plans, young people taking action, farmers changing to
regenerative farming practices and businesses actively supporting
their staff to contribute at work or in their communities.

We want to help you to do more together by becoming
part of Team Wilder. A team of people taking action Tfor nature
across the county that they love; doers, champions, networkers,
campaigners and changemakers. You will not be alone. We will
support you. The weight of our growing membership, already
numbering 20,000 plus, and the power of the Wildlife Trust
movement will be behind all that you do.

We will support you, listen to you and develop practical
resources that help you; toolkits, training, advice and bringing you
together with others taking action. We will share our knowledge
and skills, help develop your plans, connect communities and
create a powerful peer to peer ‘Wilder Action Network’ to share
our learning, successes and failures. Together we will take
meaningful and practical steps to bring about the change we want,
and the change nature needs.

We know that valuing and taking actien for nature starts with
experiencing it. We will use our nature reserves to provide
accessible opportunities for everyene to connect with nature
and learn to understand and value the natural world.

Wilder
Fundraising

Wilder
Champions

Wilder
Lives




What we are going to do

Build Team Wilder - our movement for nature, developing on
and offline training and support for a range of inspiring action-
oriented initiatives.

- Wilder Champions: a volunteer programme supporting and
. training individuals to help us help others by championing action
and offering advice to help benefit nature where they live.

- Wilder Communities: supporting and working with
communities and community leaders to take practical action
and deliver the Nature Recovery Network in their local area.

- Wilder Youth: which works with and empowers
young people to take practical action Tor nature, growing our
Watch Clubs and establishing a youth council, developing
future generations of Wilder Champions.

- Wilder Lives: a programme to provide opportunities for
everyone to connect with nature, whether at home, school
or at work, for their wellbeing and take action to protect it.

Bring together the Wilder Action Network - a peer-to-peer
support network to share learning, experiences and empower
each other across Somerset.

T

Provide fantastic nature experiences through our reserves
network and identify flagship sites that can offer immersive and
guided experiences, on site and online, to help people develop
their own connection to the natural world and to be able to
share It with others.

Continue to recruit, support and train core volunteers to help us
manage our nature reserves and support staff to deliver our
strategy across Somerset.

Have a clear commitment to diversity and inclusion in everything
we do, listening to and learning from communities to make sure
everyone has the opportunity to connect with nature.

Work with Tarmers and landowners, providing specialist advice
and support, to achieve nature’s recovery together.

Create new opportunities to support wildlife through Wilder
Fundraising initiatives.

Grow our membership and those fundraising Tor us to build our
movement for nature and drive our work for nature’s recovery.

What we are going to influence

* Harnessing the strength of Team Wilder and as part of
The Wildlife Trusts, we will campaign locally and naticnally
for legislation and policy that promotes nature’'s recovery giving
people a voice in what happens in their own communities.

+* Embed the value of nature in the work of others, such as
teachers and healthcare workers, to highlight the importance of
nature in their sectors to enable them to help spread our
message with the people they work with and influence.

* Reinforce our connection with nature by providing accessible
oppertunities for people of all ages to experience and value the
wonders of the natural world.

* Work with, learn from and support diverse communities to
connect with and take action for nature.

What we are going to call for

Nature to be embedded in the national curriculum at all levels
for all ages including through a natural history GCSE.

Positive environmental behaviours in all aspects of our lives.

The government to take Action Tor Insects with an ambitious
target for pesticide reduction and for everyone to become an
insect champien, ending pesticide use at home and at work.

Everyone to go peat free and the Government to set out clear
targets to protect and restore the internationally important
lowland peatlands of the Semerset Levels, and upland peatlands
in our National Park.

Decision makers in health, social care and planning to recognise
the powerful benefits that nature can bring and maximise them
in support of happy and healthy communities.

You to get involved with us to deliver our plan for nature’s
recovery In Somerset and in your community.




The story of nature’s recovery in Somerset is told through our online
State of Nature platform that monitors progress and informs action.

tis vital that we understand what is happening

to wildlife on a county and local scale bothin
terms of the biodiversity and bioabundance of
species. Without an understanding of the health,
distribution and location of habitats and species
we cannot make the best decisions for nature’s
recovery or deliver the right natural solutions for
climate change and people. If we do not notice
wildlife declines, we run the risk of losing
species forever.

To pinpoint the right actions to take, we need to apply
innovative and meaningful recording and analysis methodologies
that enable us to track progress, informing us of what is
present, where and monitor the changes that occur over time.
We will work closely with and support Somerset Environmental
Records Centre (SERC) in the development of an online platform
to gain a strong measure of the health and quality of ecosystems
across the county.

Establishing a clear
baseline for nature and
natural processes

SERC currently hold over 2.5 million records of species present

in Somerset. Most are of protected or rare species and most are
within higher quality habitats. There is a gap in our knowledge
about the numbers and locations of more ‘common’ species such
as hedgehogs, bumblebees and blackbirds. With your help and that
of our partners, we will fill those gaps and use our collective data to
improve the impact of our Nature Recovery Network.

Community science
initiatives and Team Wilder

With SERC, through our Team Wilder programme, we will run
seasonal community science initiatives that support the work
of Somerset’s specialist species groups and provide training
through Team Wilder to help more people develop recording and
monitoring skills. This data, over time, will enable SERC to monitor
abundance trends across Somerset and will support the Somerset
State of Nature report.

People’s connection to nature
and pro-environmental
behaviours

Inform delivery of the Nature
Recovery Network

The data collection for the Semerset State of Nature report will

provide opportunities through Team Wilder and our partners to

The success of our strategy and our ability to restore nature
depends on people appreciating the issues and the solutions.

learn identification skills and aims to help connect people with
nature. The State of Nature report will be used by our partners,

As part of the Somerset State of Nature strategy, we will survey Wilder Communities and ourselves to target the delivery of the

and monitor public values, connections and actions for nature.

Nature Recovery Network, inform policy and planning decisions

Over time, as our work and the work of our supporters develops,  and develop landscape-scale projects.

we expect to see more people caring about nature and actively
deing something to restore It.

Monitoring natural solutions

Underpinning the Nature Recovery Network, overlaid with habitat
and species data, will be additional data on the effectiveness
of natural solutions, such as carbon absorption maps based on
habitat types.

Collectively all this data will become the ‘Somerset State of
Nature’, which will be combined and shared centrally with nature’s
stakeholders across the county, via an online platform wvhich
essentially becomes the visible ‘face’ of the Nature Recovery
Network. It will allow us to track changes and continue 1o refine
the Nature Recovery Network over time to identify priority actions
o achleve the greatest impact for nature.
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What are we going to do

+ Support Sormemset Ervimnmental Fecords Centre 15ERC) to

develbpanonline State of Matue pltform that willgve us

a ¢ kearundersanding of the bealth, keationz pd sbundance of

species and habitats in Somersst.

- SERZ and Somersst W idlife Trost will woork tooethear thmough
Team W ibartodelivera ssasona | community scienes supey
1o ronborabundance of common spec ies acmes Somesst,
The Great Sormesst Widlfe Count, helping pecple identiy
and Ecord speies whenthey e,

- Sureey, ronitorand understand people’s Fttitudes, yalues and
b=taviours towards ratueand influencs the genes | public 1o
b= proactve in supporting ws 1o ook sfter it

- Deliera cormprehens e monibonng prod@n ms on our
el T METURE Esenses cosening abunds nee, divers ity and
ratuml salutions.

- Tamget delveary of the Mature Recowery ketaork wsing the
State of Matune oot == our clear science led evidence base.

- Continue o develop community sz ience opportunkies for the
wiiderpublic of Sormerset o enceoe and contrbute towands
the Sormerset State of Mature oo,

What are we going to influence

+ Az pamof the Sormeset State of hlatume strtecn, e il

devebp and erbed lonoHemn rmonboning progREmnnes

that irepire participation and 5 upport oood decizion: rraking by

Sormermet phnning authornties, pRnrers 3nd developers suchas:

- Whamre and howr Bndscape projects 3 e developed 1o &2 hiews
thebest outcomes for ratumes.

- Plnning for Sormeset to become: resilient 2 nd adsptable to
clirmate :hange.

- Infizmin the Mature Recovers Metwork and ooal SEteges

that decide wheme dessloprments = hould and = hould not
b= considend.

- Er=ume that biodmersity inceases mtherthan deceases
== 3 = ultof plnning decisions and the buiding of komes
ard infrastractume.
+ Mok with partners inc bding thmoughthe Loca | hatune
FPartrars=hip, to denify prionties for Bpd=scape-scake action using
the State of Matue report

What are we going to call for

+ Pnontisationof wellk esoumed 3 nd improyed montonng acmoss
all hebitats a pd protected s ites 0 Somesst 1o informn dec sion
rrea kire.

+ Pokey makers and pennes 1o e the Somemsst Sae of latus
report in all decision rmaking that wil affect the ratuml word.

+ Communities 1o b2 fulk enceoed indec ison-making and
have the opportunity tocontibube ina wey that banefits both
thaircwrn bocal aes and the wider B ndscapes of Someset.

+ |mvestrnent inthe ratum Pword besed on =cience and svidence
todelverthe Matume Recovwery Metwork.

+ The Lol keture Fatnes hipand otherstmkeholders 1o lead the
Wiy indes Ele retune pos e dec siorn- making.

Developing Somerset Wildlife Trust

To deliver our Wikler Somersat 2020 strategy we will need to build our ¢harnity,
be2 ¢laar in our prionties and ensure our own actions support oUr aims.

We will

+ Support, irspie and erable others o ke action while kesding by ecample:

+ Developa Climeteand Ervimnrent Seegy that delvers onourown emionrmenta | commitrents covenng sl asas of
curopemtionand Brd use including procuerent, utilites, f=2ilites 3nd te repon to3c hiewe cabon neutm lity by 20060

+ lkeour E=soures efficienthy and effectivel, hamessing the dvers ik, talent and cormmitreent of ourstatf and = upponers.

+ Erpand ours upporterbase and soumes of incorme, inc luding through embes ing pewew opportunities 1o genemte incomes
strea e that arecormpatbE wicth ourstetegic goak and rmaintzin finans &l s tEbilite.

+  Ernbrce nesw ways togoeds our impact 3 nd reec b, with 2 pa fic ub rfocues onedpe nding our dogital Enceededse ard expenerce.

Our Values

+ \Milaame passiongte sbout natuns

+ \Mila balieve everone can mma ke 3 contrbution 1o retue's Eeoaery

+ Mila lowe Sormersst and prorkise its armazing wildlife a nd commmunities
+ e ame confident, evidensetased and brve instanding up for natue

+ Mileenzoumse innovative thinking, 3 solutions forus and action for ratue's Ecosery
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You've read our strategy for a Wilder
Somerset. We can't do this alone. If we work
together to take action boldly and quickly,
nature canrecover. Together we can create
a Wilder Somerset - a place where nature and

people both can thrive.

O Join us on our journey today.
Find out how: somersetwildlife.org/teamwilder

Somerset Wildlife Trust « ~ ““"’“M

34 Wellington Road
Taunton
Somerset TA1 AW

01823 652400

enquiries@somersetwildlfe.org
www .somersetwildlfe.org

Charity number 238372
Company number 818162



