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                  Explore our beautiful and diverse Priority Landscapes that are home to a range of species and habitats.
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                  Get involved and take action for wildlife today.
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        Family walking through reedbads on boardwalk at Westhay SWT reserve - Guy Edwardes/2020VISION


    





  

                  Become a member of Somerset Wildlife Trust and help us protect our wildlife for future generations.
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                  Explore our stunning nature reserves across Somerset, there is something for everyone.
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            Harridge Wood

        

        

    
    
        Sadly this woodland is badly affected by ash die back. This means that the ash trees are not in good health, they and their limbs are prone to failing and falling. We do not recommend visiting…
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            Chicken of the woods

        

        

    
    
        Chicken of the woods is a sulphur-yellow bracket fungus of trees in woods, parks and gardens. It can often be found in tiered clusters on oak, but also likes beech, chestnut, cherry and even yew…
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            Aller & Beer Woods

        

        

    
    
        The wild woods of Aller and Beer not only provide a cool refuge to explore in the summer sun but also outstanding views across Aller Moor towards Kings Sedgemoor on the Somerset Levels.
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            Grey partridge

        

        

    
    
        The grey partridge is an attractive bird that prefers the ground to pear trees! Found on farmland and grassland, it is under threat from loss of habitat.
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            Red-legged partridge

        

        

    
    
        A plump gamebird, the red-legged partridge is an introduced species that seems to have settled here with little problem. It can be spotted in its favoured open scrub and farmland habitats.
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            Beech and yew wood

        

        

    
    
        Soaring beech trunks and a feeling of spaciousness mean that these woods have often been likened to cathedrals. Dense shade means that little grows on the thick layer of fallen leaves underfoot,…
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            Atlantic oak wood

        

        

    
    
        These are the atmospheric oak woods of the Celtic upland fringes, where the mild, moist oceanic climate allows luxurious mats of mosses to carpet the rocky ground and creep up gnarled trunks,…
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            Wood spurge

        

        

    
    
        As its name suggests, Wood spurge is found in woodlands. It is an attractive evergreen that displays cup-shaped, green flowers in clusters and dark green leaves.



    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Wood forget-me-not

        

        

    
    
        Look for the pretty, azure-blue flowers of Wood forget-me-not along woodland rides and hedgerows, and in ancient and wet woodlands. Varieties of this flower for the garden are very popular.
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            Wood warbler

        

        

    
    
        Look for the wood warbler singing from the canopy of oak woodlands in the north and west of the UK. Green above, it has a distinctive, bright yellow chest and eyestripe.
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            wood anemone

        

        

    
    
        A spring delight, the wood anemone grows in dappled shade in ancient woodlands. Traditional management, such as coppicing, can help such flowers by opening up the woodland floor to sunlight.
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            Speckled wood

        

        

    
    
        The speckled wood prefers the dappled sunlight of woodland rides and edges, hedgerows and even gardens. Despite declines, its range has spread over recent years.
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