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                  Get involved and take action for wildlife today.
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                  Become a member of Somerset Wildlife Trust and help us protect our wildlife for future generations.
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                  Explore our stunning nature reserves across Somerset, there is something for everyone.


Find a reserve near you


                

                            
    
    	
        Nature reserves
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Find a reserve
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Habitats A-Z
                  
              
	
        Wildlife A-Z
                  
              
	
        Barn owl webcam
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        What's on
                  
              
	
        Donate
                  
              
	
        Join us
                  
              


  


  

          


              

              
          
    
            
  Auxiliary menu

  

        

              	
        Shop
              
	
        Nature reserves
              
	
        News
              
	
        Blog
              
	
        Contact us
              
	
        Jobs
              


  


  

          


          
    
  
  
      Follow us

        
      

	
      
        

  


  

Flickr

      

          
	
      
        

  


  

Facebook

      

          
	
      
        

  


  

Instagram

      

          
	
      
        

  


  

Twitter

      

          
	
      
        

  


  

Youtube

      

          



    

  


          


      

      
    
    
  
  
        
        
    You are here:

    	
                  Home
              
	
                  Search
              


  

    

  


          


    

      
        
    


          


    
    
    
      
        
    
  
  
        
        
          

        
      Search



  Enter Search Term
  
  
  


      

    

          

  


    

  


  
  
        
      
  Search



    

  

      
    

    
                    Page
            


    
            
            Local plans and housing targets

        

        

    
    
        Each District Council in Somerset has adopted a Local Plan setting out housing and development targets, which are summarised on this page.
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        In August 2020 Natural England wrote to all Somerset Planning Authorities concerning high levels of phosphates in the Somerset Levels and Moors and the need to protect them from further phosphate pollution.
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        Some of the biggest issues facing hedgehogs are outside our immediate control. Busy roads and intensive farming are concerns we don’t have an ability to influence, but there are many things we can do in our own gardens and community places to make these spaces safer for hedgehogs.
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            Housing, health and planning must invest in nature to improve people’s lives, help cut emissions and rebuild the economy

        

        

    
    
        New report calls on all parts of Government and local authorities to unlock the benefits of nature to society



    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Spiny lobster

        

        

    
    
        Spiny lobster, crawfish, crayfish, rock lobsters - many names, one animal! This pretty lobster was made extinct in many areas through overfishing, but is now making a slow comeback.
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        A well known inhabitant of UK seas, common lobsters can reach up to 60cm in length.
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        Native Oysters are a staple of our seas and our plates - but our love of their taste has lead to a sharp decline all around the UK.
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        Oyster mushrooms are shell shaped fungi that grow in tiers or fabulous clusters on dead trees or stumps. Unlike many fungi, these mushrooms are not seasonal and can be found all year round,…
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            Spiny squat lobster

        

        

    
    
        A bizarre half lobster/half crab, this squat lobster is one of the true stunners of the rocky shore!
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        Get muddy for wildlife at Mud Master 2024! Join Team Wilder for a 5k, 10k, or 20k muddy obstacle course near Weston-super-Mare whilst raising vital funds for Somerset Wildlife Trust. Secure your place today. 
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            New report reveals hedgehogs, yellowhammers and dragonflies at risk post-EU Exit

        

        

    
    
        New report reveals that there are no clear plans on how regulation gaps will be plugged to protect nature.
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        This jagged-shelled sea snail is normally found near its favourite food - oysters!
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