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                  Explore our beautiful and diverse Priority Landscapes that are home to a range of species and habitats.
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                  Get involved and take action for wildlife today.
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                  Become a member of Somerset Wildlife Trust and help us protect our wildlife for future generations.
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                  Explore our stunning nature reserves across Somerset, there is something for everyone.


Find a reserve near you
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        Coastal habitats are found wherever the land meets the sea. With some 17,800km, the UK has one of the longest national coastlines in Europe. The coast is home to many habitats, with cliffs, rocky…
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        Coastal gardening can be a challenge, but with the right plants in the right place, your garden and its wildlife visitors can thrive.
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            Common juniper

        

        

    
    
        A sprawling, spiny evergreen, Common juniper is famous for its traditional role in gin-making. Once common on downland, moorland and coastal heathland, it is now much rarer due to habitat loss.…


    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Common restharrow

        

        

    
    
        Look for the small, pink, pea-shaped flowers of Common restharrow on chalk and limestone grasslands, and in coastal areas, during summer.
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        The common squid is a weird and wonderful predator found all around our coasts.
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            Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh

        

        

    
    
        Enormous flocks of geese, ducks and swans swirl down from wide skies to drop onto the flat, open expanses of flooded grazing marshes in winter. In spring, lapwing tumble overhead and the soft,…
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        The fluffy, white heads of common cotton-grass dot our brown, boggy moors and heaths as if a giant bag of cotton wool balls has been thrown across the landscape!
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        Despite its name, the common gull is not as common as some of our other gulls. It can be spotted breeding at the coast, but is also partial to sports fields, landfill sites and housing estates in…
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        A scrambling plant, Common vetch has pink flowers. It is a member of the pea family and can be seen on grassland, farmland and waste ground, as well as at the coast.
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            Common skate

        

        

    
    
        Despite its name, the "common" skate is not so common anymore. In fact, they are Critically Endangered.
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            Common seal

        

        

    
    
        The smaller of our two UK seal species, common seals are also known as harbour seals. Despite being called "Common", they are actually less common than grey seals!
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        During the breeding season, the common tern can be seen around our coasts and also inland at gravel pits, reservoirs and lakes. It nests in noisy colonies and can be spotted plunge-diving for fish…
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