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                  Explore our beautiful and diverse Priority Landscapes that are home to a range of species and habitats.


Explore our Priority Landscapes


                

                            
    
    	
        About us
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Our vision
                  
              
	
        Our people
                  
              
	
        Work for us
                  
              
	
        Governance
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        About our work
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Our Wilder Somerset 2030 strategy
                  
              
	
        Nature Recovery
                  
              
	
        Team Wilder
                  
              
	
        Our Projects
                  
              
	
        Campaigning for nature
                  
              
	
        Our Honeygar wilding project
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Commercial services
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        Ecological Consultancy
                  
              
	
        Somerset Environmental Records Centre
                  
              
	
        Land management advice
                  
              
	
        Filming and Photography
                  
              
	
        Commercial use of reserves
                  
              
	
        Nature Based Solutions
                  
              


  
            

          

              
	
        Read more
                  
                  
            
                            
    
    	
        News
                  
              
	
        Blog
                  
              
	
        Publications
                  
              
	
        Email sign up
                  
              


  
            

          

              


  
            

          

              
	
        Get involved
                  
                  
            
                              
                  
  
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: Woman clearing scrub]

  




    
    
        Volunteers clearing scrub - Paul Harris/2020VISION


    





  

                  Get involved and take action for wildlife today.
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        Family walking through reedbads on boardwalk at Westhay SWT reserve - Guy Edwardes/2020VISION


    





  

                  Become a member of Somerset Wildlife Trust and help us protect our wildlife for future generations.
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                  Explore our stunning nature reserves across Somerset, there is something for everyone.
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        Coastal habitats are found wherever the land meets the sea. With some 17,800km, the UK has one of the longest national coastlines in Europe. The coast is home to many habitats, with cliffs, rocky…



    




  

    
    

    
                    Action
            


    
            
            How to make a coastal garden

        

        

    
    
        Coastal gardening can be a challenge, but with the right plants in the right place, your garden and its wildlife visitors can thrive.
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            Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh

        

        

    
    
        Enormous flocks of geese, ducks and swans swirl down from wide skies to drop onto the flat, open expanses of flooded grazing marshes in winter. In spring, lapwing tumble overhead and the soft,…
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            Blue Influencers Scheme Somerset

        

        

    
    
        The Blue Influencers Scheme is a successor to the three-year Green Influencers Scheme, which ran in a similar way and was also match-funded by The Ernest Cook Trust and the #iwill Fund. However, the Blue Influencers Scheme’s focus is on coastal, riverside and estuary locations and also emphasises giving young people opportunities to learn skills which will aid their employment prospects.
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        The small blue's name is a little misleading: it is our smallest butterfly, but only shows a dusting of blue on brown wings. It is scarce, occurring on chalk grassland, mostly in southern…
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            Chalkhill blue

        

        

    
    
        Unsurprisingly, the Chalkhill blue can be found on sunny, chalk grassland sites in southern England. Clouds of this beautiful blue butterfly may be seen fluttering around low-growing flowers.
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        The common blue butterfly lives up to its name - it's bright blue and found in all kinds of sunny, grassy habitats throughout the UK! Look out for it in your garden, too.
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        Look out for the small Holly Blue in your garden or local park. It is the first blue butterfly to emerge in spring, and a second generation appears in summer. The caterpillars are fond of holly…
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        It's easy to see where the blue shark got its name from. These sleek, elegant sharks have beautiful metallic blue backs which provide brilliant camouflage out in the open ocean.
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        The rare Adonis blue can be spotted on sunny chalk grasslands throughout summer. Males are a dazzling sky-blue in colour, while females are duller brown.
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            Blue jellyfish

        

        

    
    
        Often confused with the larger but similarly shaped lion’s mane jellyfish, the blue jellyfish can be colourless when young and develop a striking blue-purple bell as it matures.
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        Despite its name, the large blue is a fairly small butterfly, but the largest of our blues. It was declared extinct in 1979, but reintroduced in the 1980s and now survives in southern England.
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